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SPEECH 


HON.  DANIEL  MARCY,  OF  N.  H., 

DBirVEKED 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPKESENTATIVES,  JUNE  14,  1S64. 


The  House  having  under' coasideration  the  joint 
resolution  proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States — 

Mr.  MARCY  said: 

Mr.  SPBA.KES :  I  have  sought  this  opportu- 
nity to  address  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  some  general  views  on  the  state  of 
the  country.  In  the  expression  of  my  seuti- 
zuents  I  shall  not  be  sustained  with  the  hope 
that  my  counsels  will  be  heeded  by  the  Ad- 
ministration party  in  power  in  this  House,  but 
if  my  remarks  •  go  out  to  the  country,  it  is 
more  probable  that  the  righteous  aversion  ex- 
isting in  the  heart  of  the  people  to  this  Ad- 
ministration may  receive  strength.  The  foun- 
dations on  which  our  national  liberty  rests 
were  deliberately  settled  by  the  illustrious 
statesmen  of  the  Kevolution  ;  everything  that 
was  felt  to  be  a  necessity  for  a  free  people  was 
carefully  provided  for ;  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty were  surrounded  with  safeguards  ;  the 
cause  and  the  Government  which  the  heroes  of 
the  Revolution  fought  for  received  the  blessings 
of  Heaven ;  the  Constitution  was  a  perfect 
work,  and  so  long  as  the  administration  of  the 
government  under  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Democratic  party  so  long  did  it  meet  the  wants 
of  the  whole  country,  but  the  moment  the 
great  disloyal  abolition  party  assumed  to  di- 
rect the  affairs  of  the  nation,  from  that  mo- 
ment the  safeguards  of  liberty  were  broken 
down,  the  foundations  of  the  nation's  strength 
was  undermined,  time-honored  landmarks 
were  blotted  out,  the  purity  and  sacredness 
of  the  ballot-box  were  violated,  and  now,  em- 
boldened by  success,  the  Executive  of  the  na- 
tion proclaims  to  a  bewildered  people  that,  as 
he  understands  his  oath  to  support  and  pre- 
serve the  Constitution  it  calls  on  him  to  do 
what  in  his  judgment  is  indispensable  to  its 
preservation,  whether  such  means  are  consti- 
tutional and  according  to  its  letter  or  not. 

I  address  myself  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the 
consideration  of  the  President's  position  as  a 
plain,  honest  man,  seeking  for  what  is  the  best 


for  the  whole  country,  and  as  a  man  free  from 
all  prejudices,  free  from  fanaticisms,  and  free 
from  the  mortal  sin  of  ever  having  by  word 
or  deed  promoted  and  fostered  hatred  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  country.  When  vis- 
iting the  splendid  agricultural  regions  of  the 
South,  and  doing  business  there,  and  when  at 
home  amid  the  busy  marts  of  New  England 
industry,  I  have  invariably  cherished  one  and 
the  same  national  sentiment.  Fraternity  and 
equality  are  the  guides  of  all  true  Americans. 
The  ConstitutioQ  in  plain  and  unmistakable 
terms — so  plain  that  a  wayfaring  man  though 
a  fool  and  a  joker  need  not  err  therein — de- 
fines and  limits  the  President's  use  of  means 
and  measures  in  the  exercise  of  his  duty  in 
its  protection  and  defense.  His  oath  confines 
him  to  the  use  of  the  means  which  the  Con- 
stitution provides.  When  he  knowingly  vio- 
lates the  sacred  instrument,  instead  of  either 
protecting  or  defending  it,  he  destroys  it ;  he 
commits  a  high  crime  against  the  American 
people,  and  registers  in  heaven  the  act  of  his 
perjury  ;  and  all  his  aiders  and  accessories  to 
the  crime  in  this  Congress,  and  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  wicked,  disloyal  abolition  party 
who  sustain  the  President  in  his  infractions 
of  the  Constitution,  are  joint  heirs  with  him 

to  the  inheritanfifl  of  etarnal  infamy. 

If  the  President  has  the  right  to  overleap, 
or,  in  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Gaefield,]  "  override  '*  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  substitute  his  own  views  for 
the  written  law  of  the  land,  he  can  justify 
himself  by  showing  wherein  the  Constitution 
gives  him  that  right.  He  says  he  does  it  to 
preserve  the  nation.  How  would  you  like  a 
physician  to  preserve  your  life  by  cutting 
your  heart  out  ?  The  Constitution  is  the  heart 
of  the  nation.  Oaths  are  of  no  consequence 
when  those  who  take  them  are  allowed  dis- 
cretion as  to  when  and  for  what  purposes  they 
can  be  violated.  In  time  of  peace  the  Consti- 
tution cannot  become  obsolete.  In  time  of 
war,  for  still  more  obvious  reasons,  it  cannot 
be  laid  aside.    It  is  a  living  code ;  no  part  of 


it  can  die  ;  every  line  is  operative  everywhere 
tliroagtout  the  country,  and  at  all  times.  It 
is  binding  on  every  American,  aad  he  who  has 
once  sworn  to  support  it  and  then  perjures 
himself,  he  is  a  traitor. 

We  are  not  to-day,  Mr.  Speaker,  where  iny 
voice  can  reach  the  erring  and  misguided 
South  ;  if  we  were  I  should  fntreat  them  to 
return  to  their  allegiance,  to  come  back  within 
the  fold  of  the  Union  and  once  more  cross 
their  hands  in  friendship  with  us.  If  they 
would  listen,  the  great  loyal  Democratic  party 
would  guaranty  to  them  the  pure  administra 
tion  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  they  should  enjoy 
without  further  molestation  their  full  and 
equitable  rights  nnder  the  Constitution.  It 
the  disloyal  abolition  party  would  humble  it 
self  in  dust  and  ashes,  and  purge  itself  from 
its  monstrous  iniquities  and  wash  away 
the  stains  which  disfigure  its  infamous  brow, 
and  swear  that  from  this  time  henceforth  and 
forever  it  would  never  seek  to  interferft  with 
the  administration  and  regulation  of  the  inter 
nal  police  of  the. Southern  States  or  of  any 
State,  and  act  with  the  Democratic  party, 
peace  would  once  more  return  to  bless  the 
land  and  to  seal  with  the  benediction  of  divine 
love  the  nuptials  of  a  reunited  country.  Shall 
we  see  that  glorious  day  ?  The  abolition  party 
do  not  wish  to  have  the  Union  restored.  I 
challenge  any  one  of  them  to  rise  in  his  seat 
and  say  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  Union  as  it 
was  and  the  Constitution  as  it  is.  Whenever 
such  a  blessing  is  hoped  and  prayed  for  they 
universally  deride  and  mock  the  sentiment ; 
all  expressions  for  the  Union  as  it  was  turn  to 
ashes  on  their  lips. 

At  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted  it 
saved  us  from  impending  anarchy  and  sought 
to  secure  liberty  to  posterity.  But  the  histo 
ry  of  this  Republic,  like  that  of  all  others,  has 
taught  us  that  virtue  among  the  rulers  and 
the  people  can  alone  preserve  and  protect  the 
forms  of  government.  The  power  of  minute 
local  administration  was  given  to  each  State. 
It  was  made  a  very  prominent  feature ;  the 
people  of  each  State  were  allowed  to  make 
their  own  laws,  to  govern  their  own  institu- 
tions. From  1792  to  I860  the  country  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  was  under  Democratic 

rule.       It  aseendod  in  tKo   ooalo    ef  nations     to 

the  first  rank,  and  was  the  equal  of  the  four 
great  Powers  o|  the  earth ;  the  American  peo- 
ple became  the  pride  and  boast  of  the  world. 
All  this  was  accomplished  because  the  great 
code  between  the  States  was  respected.  The 
party  in  power  now  seem  as  ready  to  over 
throw  this  glorious  Constitution  as  our  fathers 
were  to  shed  their  blood  to  obtain  it.  Our 
fathers  broke  the  yoke  of  tyranny,  and  a  de- 
generate portion  of  their  sons  are  ready  to 
place  their  necks  in  it  again. 

Why  are  they  ready  to  do  it,  Mr. 
Speaker  ?  When  for  a  moment  reason  is  al- 
lowed to  resume  its  sway  the  question  is  easily 
answered*.  We  are  engaged  in  putting  down 
a  great  rebellion.  That  was  the  ostensible 
purpose  of  the  war.    Whether  it  has  degene- 


rated into  a  crusade  to  overthrow  the  institu- 
tion of  Slavery  at  the  expense  of  all  the  avail- 
able blood  and  treasure  of  the  North  is  an 
open  question  ;  but  I  asked  the  question,  why 
does  a  portion  of  the  country  seem  ready  to 
put  on  thfe  yoke  of  despotism  ?  It  is  because 
they  meekly  sit  by  and  see  established  forma 
of  Government  swept  away,  and,  either  in 
their  ignorance  or  in  their  willitigT.eag  to  see 
the  Government  destroyed,  aid  and  abet  the 
nefarious  crime.  Nothing  can  be  more  un- 
fortunate in  any  country  than  the  necessity  or 
the  rashness  which  blot's  out  an  estfebhghe'd 
constitution  before  a  substitute  is  prepared. 
We  hear  every  day  now,  in  addition  to  open 
infractions  of  the  Constitution,  of  schemes  for 
a  diflPerent  form  of  Government.  Change  it 
in  the  slightest  manner  and  the  form  of  Gov- 
ernment is  changed.  If  the  Constitution 
should  be  altered  to  suit  the  infractions  that 
have  been  made  on  it,  what  would  become  of 
ua  wkile  the  change  was  going  ob  ?  How 
many  fanatical  theorists,  filled  with  only  the 
idea  of  the  black  man,  would  come  forward 
and  obtrude  their  ill-digested  notions  upon 
the  public  ?  Despotism  and  its  minions  would 
lie  in  wait  to  take  advantage  of  the  hazards 
by  which  the  Constitution  would  be  surround- 
ed. Breaking  the  Constitution  is  like  break- 
ing the  golden  cord  :  when  once  the  mischief 
is  done  you  cannot  expect  it  to  be  repaired  ; 
rulers  and  people  are  alike  unrestrained  by 
authority  ;  but  while  there  is  enough  of  the 
Comstitution  left  to  keep  a  remembrance  of 
what  it  was,  I  shall  not  lose  all  confidence 
that  its  condition  will  be  beyond  hope  when 
it  again  falls  into  the  hands  and  care  of  the 
loyal  Democratic  par^y. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  I  proceed  in  my  remarks  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  more  particular- 
ly of  some  of  the  infractions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. I  have  said  so  much  in  a  general  way 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  this  House 
thd  absolute  Qonvictions  of  my  constituents  as 
well  as  my  own,  that  by  disregarding  cons^ti- 
tutional  obligations  the  warning  admonition 
of  Washington,  and  the  wise  counsels  of  all 
the  most  eminent  patriots  of  the  laad,  past 
and  present,  the  country  has  been  involved 
in  the  horrors  of  a  terrible  and  devastating 
civil  war.  My  constituents,  with  me,  believe 
that  the  Constitution,  as  framed  by  the  fathers 
of  our  country,  is  sulBcient  for  all  emergen- 
cies, and  we  utterly  repudiate  the  doctrine 
that  in  time  of  war,  or  at  any  time,  it  can  be 
suspended  or  enlarged  in  its  powers  beyond 
the  letter  and  true  meaning  of  that  sacred  in- 
strument. It  is  to  us,  as  it  was  to  our  fathers 
the  only  hope  of  a  perfect  Union,  to  establish 
justice,  insure  doxnestic  tranqaillity,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  and 
if  observed  in  its  letter  and  spirit  is  amply 
sufiicient  to  secure  to  us,  as  it  did  to  them, 
these  inestimable  blessings.  And  as  a  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  I  am  instructed  by 
my  constituents  to  unite  with  all  true  Union 
men  everywhere  in  the  support  of  the  Fede- 
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ral  Government,  anl  to  seek  to  preserve  the 
Constitution  as  it  is  and  to  restore  the  Union 
as  it  was. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  patriotic  and  eloquent  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Voorhees]  has  told 
us  how,  under  its  present  custodians,  the 
Constitution  has  been  used  to  establish  jus- 
tice, insure  domestic  tranquillity,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of 
liberty.  fhe  remembrance  of  that  speech 
must  still  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  guilty 
party  who  have  murdered  the  Constitution  by 
piecemeal.  My  constituency  do  not  believe 
in  war  as'a  remedy  for  the  tremendous  evil 
with  which  our  country  is  afflicted.  They  re 
gard  the  history  of  the  three  years  of  the  im- 
mediate past  as  one  of  mourning,  shame,  and 
sorrow,  and  humiliation ;  tliey  look  upon  it 
as  a  fratricidal  strife  which  wise  statesman- 
ship might  have  avoided  ;  they  look  upon  the 
terrible  and  frightful  slaughter  as  so  many 
lives  uselessly  sacrificed ;  they  think  the 
mourning  which  the  fate  of  war  has  carried  to 
so  many  homes  a  dear  price  to  pay  for  the 
military  glory  we  have  won  ;  they  look  upon 
the  immense  amount  of  property  which  has 
been  destroyed  as  a  reckless  and  wanton 
waste  ;  they  assume  the  gigantic  load  of  taxes 
which  has  been  placed  upon  their  shoulders 
.  with  a  spirit  of  heroism  that  may  be  equal  to 
the  task,  but  praying  that  they  may  be  spared 
additional  weight ;  they  look  upon  the  mighty 
pyramid  of  our  national  debt  and  its  prospec- 
tive increase,  and  cry  out,  "  Not  unto  the 
third  and  fourth  generation  shall  our  children 
suffer  for  their  fathers'  sins,  but  all  our  pos- 
terity, throaghout  all  the  coming  ages  of  tha 
endurance  of  this  nation,  must  feel  the  burden 
of  heavy  taxation  to  pay  even  its  interest." 
My  constituents  are  a  thinking,  reasoning  peo 
pie.  They  bow  down  to  no  idols  and  worship 
no  false  gods;  their  politics  consists  of  pure 
Democracy,  and  their  religion  of  patriotism 
and  devotion  to  the  whole  country.  They  do 
not  believe  that  the  black  man  is  equal  to  the 
white..  They  are  not  imbued  either  with  any 
false  philanthropy  or  false  notions  concerning 
the  black  man's  true  position.  They  would 
not  disturb  the  eqailibrium  of  States  and 
plunge  the  country  into  a  desolating  war  on 
the  negro's  account,  but  would  leave  each 
State  to  regulate  its  own  internal  aflfairs  as 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution.  If  there  is 
6in  in  slavery,  they  would  leave  it  wholly  to 
the  conscience  of  the  southern  people  and  to 
their  God. 

By  what  principle  of  right  can  any  man 
justify  the  breaking  up  of  our  form  of  govern- 
ment to  secure  freedom  to  the  slaves  ?  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  do  not  disguise  your 
true  position,  do  not  deceive  yourselves  any 
longer  ;  look  into  the  mirror  of  present  events 
and  see  the  reflection  of  your  own  image  ;  if 
it  is  not  more  frightful  than  any  ever  seen  in 
Babylon,  and  more  terrible  than  the  apocalyp- 
tic Beast,  then  I  have  not  seen  the  colossal- 
and  iniquitous  image  in  its  true  light.  "Bet- 
ter a  thousand  times  the  old  Union  as  it  was 


should  perish  and  rebellion  triumph  than 
ever  to  witness  its  restoration,"  is  the  wicked 
sentiment  of  the  Republican  party.  It  is  fas- 
tened on  them  like  the  poisoned  shirt  of  Nes- 
3U9.  Gould  the  war  stop  to-morrow  by  the 
restoration  of  the  Union  as  it  was,  how  many 
votes  could  the  measure  get  from  gentlemen 
who  charge  this  side  of  the  House  with  dis- 
loyalty ?  Could  the  war  stop  to  morrow  by 
the  resurrection  of  the  hapless  slain  to  re- 
turn to  the  bosom  of  their  families,  and  to 
bless  with  their  presence  the  bereaved  and 
stricken  mourners,  how  many  disloyal  and 
crazy  fanatics  would  give  up  their  schnme3  for 
their  loved  negro  to  help  on  such  a  bright  and 
glorious  day  ?  Not  one,  Mr.  Speaker ;  in  my 
judgment,  not  one  ;  if  there  be  any  such  who 
would,  "let  him  speak,  for  him  have  I 
offeoded  ?"  Bat,  gentlemen,  your  career 
is  fast  drawing  to  a  close.  God,  in  His 
mercy,  will  not  iaapose  upon  the  free  Amsri- 
can  people  another  four  years  of  yoar  dread- 
fal  misrule  ;  f jur  years  in  the  fiery  furnace, 
faur  years  groping  in  the  valley  and  shadow 
of  death,  four  years  of  the  blind  leading  the 
blind,  four  years  amid  the  sulphurous  flames 
of  the  pit  that  is  bottomless,  I  think  will  sat- 
isfy even  divine  vengeance  ;  and  when  the 
administration  of  the  Government  passes  into 
the  hands  of  the  conservative  party,  our  abo- 
lition friends  must  emigrate  to  the  place  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Washbukne]  so 
often  mentions,  Abyssinia,  and  into  the  heart 
of  Africa,  or  be  content  with  the  four  years  of 
misoegenetic  beatitude  they  have  so  hugely 
enjoyed.  The  Government  instituted  for 
white  men  will  again  become  popular.  The 
bleeding  Treasury  will  be  rescued  from  the  f 
grasp  of  relentless  speculators,  and  will  be- 
come virtuous  too  ;  and  the  fairy  tales  that 
render  it  so  disreputable  will  cease  to  exist. 

I  approach  now,  sir,  the  consideration  ©f 
two  or  three  of  the  subjects  which  have 
claimed  much  of  the  attentiop  of  the  country, 
and  done  much  to  excite  that  deep  and  over- 
whelming spirit  of  opposition  to  the  Admin- 
istration which  is  so  manifest  in  all  the  States. 
One  of  the  rehoiutions,  sir,  passed  at  the  con- 
vention which  nominated  me  for  Congress 
was  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  That  the  arbitrary  arrest  and  im- 
prisonment of  citizens  for  political  oflfenses,  and  the 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  loyal 
States,  are  gross  violations  of  our  national  and 
State  constitutions,  and  tyrannical  infractions  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  American  citizens,  which 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  a  free  country ;  and  that  the 
people  cannot,  and  will  not,  allow  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  that  great  safeguard  of 
civil  liberty,  to  be  put  down  by  unwarranted  and 
despotic  exercise  of  power  from  whatever  source." 

Among  the  articles  of  our  present  faith  we 
find  the  following  :  we  do  not  believe  the  Ad- 
ministration is  engaged  exclusively  in  putting 
down  the  rebellion  ;  we  believe  it  is  employ- 
ing bur  vast  armies  to  sustain  acts  which 
have  the  strongest  tendency  to  overthrow  the 
framework  of  eur  Government.    We  believe 


the  army  has  been  used  in  loyal  States  to 
carry  elections,  and,  above  all,  Mr.  Speaker, 
how  was  it  used  in  Florida  for  the  purpose  of 
geting  up  a  bogus  State  government  in  favor  of 
the  President,  and  how  has  the  army  been 
used  by  Banks  for  the  purpose  of  enriching 
cotton  speculators  ?  Are  these  things  fresh 
in  the  minds  of  Repablicans,  or  are  they  not  ? 
Are  the  immense  losses  in  the  material  of  war 
and  the  lives  of  thousands  uselessly  sacrificed 
to  Moloch  and  Mammon  passed  forgotten  into 
the  history  of  your  nameless  crimes  ?  The 
trae  purpose  of  the  people  in  furnishing  the 
sinews  of  war  is  comprehensively  stated  in  a 
general  order  issued  by  General  McClellan, 
August  9,  1862.    The  order  is  as  follows : 

"  The  general  commanding  takes  this  occasion 
to  remind  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  army 
that  we  are  engaged  in  supporting  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  in  suppress- 
ing rebellion  against  their  authority;  that  we  are 
not  engaged  in  a  war  of  rapine,  revenge,  or  subju- 
gation ;  that  this  is  not  a  contest  against  popula- 
tions, but  against  armed  forces  and  political  organ- 
izations; that  it  is  a  struggle  carried  on  within 
the  United  States,  and  should  be  conducted  by  us 
upon  the  highest  principles  known  to  Christian 
civilization." 

But  I  pass  on  to  the  resolution  first  quoted. 
I  know  not  how  many  times  Mr.  Seward  has 
rung  his  bell  since  he  has  been  prime  minis- 
ter, and  consequently  I  know  not  how  many 
citizens  have  been  unceremoniously  locked  up 
in  military  dungeons  without  an  opportunity 
of  trial  by  a  jury  of  their  countrymen;  but 
we  do  know  the  number  is  legion,  and  that  in 
every  instance  it  was  done  in  absolute  viola- 
tion of  the  established  law  of  the  land.  No 
special  pleading  can  convince  us  to  the  con- 
trary ;  when  the  people  are  robbed  of  their 
liberties  they  know  it.  Among  the  dearest 
of  their  rights  is  that  of  trial  by  jury.  The 
people  will  not  be  trifled  with  any  longer  ;  the 
great  constitutional  arguments  on  this  sub- 
ject I  leave  for  the  able  lawyers  on  this  side 
of  the  House  to  discuss.  I  simply  state  the 
broad  facts  as  stated  by  the  Constitution  and 
as  they  are  understood  by  the  people  at  large, 
who  are  now  awaking  to  a  sense  of  their  true 
condition. 

The  President  has  had  a  majority  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress  in  his  favor  ;  hence  what- 
ever radical  measure  he  has  wished  to  carry 
has  been  accomplished  without  the  slightest 
difficulty.  The  direct  and  only  object  of  a 
majority  of  these  measures  has  been  to  secure 
a  firm  foothold  for  approaching  despotism, 
Gomiing  on  with  equal  steps  with  every  un- 
constitutional act.  Is  it  any  exaggeration  to 
assert  that  the  military  prisons  have  been 
filled  with  citizens  from  the  loyal  States  who 
are  political  opponents  of  this  Administration, 
and  have  they  not,  in  their  wretchedness,  be- 
comeiprematurely  old,  and  has  not  the  afflic- 
tion with  many  of  them  been  so  great  as  to 
lead  to  suicide  and  to  the  lunatic  asylum  ? 
After  they  have  been  confined  for  many  weary 
months,  vainly  seeking  for  the  cause  of  their 


arrest  and  for  a  trial,  have  they  not. been  re- 
leased without  one,  or  even  so  much  as  an 
excuse  given  for  the  horrible  outrage  inflicted 
upon  them  ?  Any  man  of  influence  known  to 
be  opposed  to  this  Administration  is  in  danger 
all  the  time  of  having  his  most  sacred  rights 
violated,  of  being  torn  from  the  bosom  of  his 
family  and  incarcerated  in  a  loathsome  dun- 
geon. The  whole  country  is  filled  with  spies 
and  eavesdroppers  to  report  to  the  Bakers 
whatever  can  be  tortured  into  anything  like 
opposition  to  the  tyranny  seeking  to  plant  it- 
self upon  a  THEONB.  By  the  suspension  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  the  Government  officials 
are  enabled  to  seize  and  imprison  any  offen- 
sive person.  How  long  will  such  a  state  of 
things  last  ?  Just  |so  long  as  foolish  people 
will  permit  it. 

My  constituents  understand  this  question, 
and  woe  be  to  the  man  who  attempts  among 
tkeia  to  execute  the  suandates  of  tyrants.  My 
friends  are  also  in  favor  of  free  speech  and  a 
free  press. 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  the  ever-to-be-mem- 
orable trial  of  the  distinguished  Representa- 
tive from  Ohio  [Mr.  Long]  for  words  spoken 
in  debate,  I  was  painfully  struck  with  the  fol- 
lowing remark  from  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Okth,]  namely: 

"A  man  is  free  to  speak  so  long  as  he  speaks  for 
the  nation ;  when  he  speaks  against  it  he  shall  not, 
with  my  consent,  do  so  with  impunity  on  the  floor 
of  this  House." 

Who  is  to  be  the  judge  when  I  am  speak- 
ing whether  I  am  speaking  for  the  nation  or 
not — the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Obth] 
or  myself.  Is  his  judgment  so  faultless  that 
he  can  decide  better  than  his  peers  what  is 
constitutional  and  within  the  scope  of  legiti- 
mate debate  ?  Has  it  come  to  this  in  his 
judgment,  that  he  can  rise  and  dictate  what 
we,  with  "bated  breath  and  whispering  hum- 
bleness," may  say?  Dare  he  stand  up  in 
Congress  and  seek  to  lock  the  mouths  of  the 
Representatives  of  a  free  people  whose  every 
right  is  as  sacred  as  his  own  ?  I  tell  the  gen- 
tleman and  all  of  his  way  of  thinking  that  I 
shall  utter  upon  the  floor  of  this  House  what- 
ever I  wish  concerning  the  crimes,  the  follies, 
and  the  outrages  of  this  Administration ; 
whatever  I  wish  concerning  its  turpitude,  its 
sins,  and  deformity.  I  quote  from  Story  on 
the  Constitution: 

"In  some  foreign  countries  even  to  this  day  it  is 
a  crime  to  speak  on  any  subject,  religious,  philo- 
sophic, or  political,  what  is  contrary  to  the  reoeived 
opinions  of  the  Government;  or  even  to  speak 
upon  the  conduct  of  public  men,  of  rulers  or  repre- 
sentatives, in  terms  of  the  strictest  truth  and  cour- 
tesy, has  been  and  is  now  deemed  a  scandal  upon 
the  supposed  sanctity  of  their  stations  and  charac- 
ter, subjecting  the  party  guilty  ot  it  to  the  severest 
punishments." 

The  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  better  at 
once  find  those  genial  climes.  They  are  just 
suited  to  the  tastes  of  despots  and  aristocrats. 
But  the  right  of  free  speech  is  a  plant  of  in- 
digenous growth  in  this  country,  and  cannot 


be  eradicated.  The  freedom  of  the  press, 
Mr.  Speaker,  receives  no  protection  from  the 
present  guardians  of  the  people's  rights.  I 
now  ask  for  information  :  is  there  an  instance 
on  record  where  Government  officials  have 
exerted  their  power  and  authority  to  prevent 
the  destruction  of  newspaper  offices  ?  Is  there 
an  instance  on  record  where  the  strong  arm 
of  the  law  has  been  interposed  and  upheld  by 
the  friends  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  save  newspaper 
property  from  a  lawless  mob  ?  I  know  of 
none,  sir,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  one  ;  it 
has  seemed  rather  a  holiday  pastime  than 
otherwise,  and  thought  as  ligfhtly  of  as  any 
other  infraction  of  the  Constitution.  It  has 
remained  for  the  historian  to  refresh  our 
memories  with  the  fact,  while  comparing  this 
country  with  others,  that 

"  In  some  countries  the  press  has  been  shackled, 
and  compelled  to  speak  only  in  the  timid  language 

which  the  eringing  courtier  of  the  capricious  inqui- 
sition should  license  for  publication." 

Sir,  how  well  do  his  words  apply  to  the 
state  of  things  now  in  our  own  unhappy 
country.  Let  the  people  ponder  well  these 
facts  before  the  glory  of  our  nation  is  entirely 
gone ;  before  it  stands  only  as  the  shadow  of 
the  imperial  name  it  once  had ;  before  it  is 
seen  only  as  a  broken  and  crumbling  monu- 
ment of  its  heroic  history  ;  before  Ichabod  is 
written  all  over  its  shattered  temples. 

In  this  hasty  review  I  must  avail  myself  of 
the  privilege  to  notice  other  acts  of  this  Ad- 
ministration, which  have  materially  helped 
to  strengthen  and  prolong  the  rebellion,  and 
to  swell  the  army  of  tax-gatherers  and  the 
processions  of  wretched  mourners  in  all  our 
streets. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  the  Presi- 
dent gave  notice  that  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1863,  he  should  issue  a  proclamation  of 
emancipation  to  all  the  slaves  in  the  districts 
seeking  for  Independence.  Three  months' 
notice  was  given  to  the  Southern  men  to  pre- 
pare for  the  event.  During  this  time  the 
abolition  press  was  in  ecstacies,  the  rebellion 
was  about  to  receive  its  final  blow,  the  colored 
millennium  was  t®  be  ushered  in.  Greeley, 
at  the  head  of  nine  hundred  thousand  more, 
promised  to  move  immediately  upon  the  ene- 
my's works  under  the  influenca  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  At  the  tread  of  their  conquer- 
ing march  the  Confedecracy  was  to  tremble 
and  totter  to  its  fall.  But  how  have  all  those 
bright  visions  vanished !  Time  has  demon- 
strated the  wisdom  of  the  country's  true 
friends.  That  proclamation  had  the  identical 
effect  which  statesmen  foresaw.  Not  one 
single  slave  has  been  liberated  thereby. 
Wherever  the  armies  have  penetrated  slaves 
have  been  received  and  protected  within  the 
lines  of  the  Federal  forces.  The  same  was 
the  case  before  the  proclamation  was  issued. 

Mr.  Speaker,  while  General  McClellan  was 
in  command  he  received  and  protected  every 
negro  who  eame  within  his  line's.  He  never 
refused  one,  and  never  returned  one  to  slavery. 


But  it  was  not  his  idea  to  employ  the  armies 
of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
property,  and  liberating  slaves ;  the  army 
had  with  him  a  higher  and  holier  destiny. 
Under  his  leadership  his  soldiers  knew  that 
the  grand  object  of  the  war  was  to  preserve 
the  Constitution  and  restore  the  unity  of  the 
States.  After  the  proclamation  was  made, 
instead  of  having  the  effect  to  fill  up  the  de- 
pleted ranks  of  the  army  with  a  million  of 
willing  troops,  conscription  and  princely 
bounties  was  the  resort.  On  the  other  hand 
it  broke  the  spirit  of  thousands  of  men 
struggling  to  be  loyal.  They  saw  their  pro- 
perty about  to  be  swept  away  from  them  at  a 
single  stroke  ;  it  may  have  been  nothing  but 
a  weakness  of  theirs,  but  it  was  more  than 
they  could  stand.  They  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  Confederates,  and  interposed  a  line  of 
gleaming  bayonets  between  their  property  and 
those  who  would  take  it  away  ;  and  beyond 
all  that,  it  kindled  into  a  flame  seven  times 
fiercer  than  ever  felt  before  the  mortal  enmity 
of  the  Southern  heart.  This  may  have  been 
wise  and  judicious.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to 
differ.  An  over-reach  of  the  Constitution  to 
proclaim  freedom  to  millions  of  blacks  affords 
staple  for  the  demagogue  ;  consequently  the 
misery  and  wretchedness  the  country  endures 
thereby  are  of  no  earthly  account. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  additional  bur- 
dens imposed  upon  the  white  laboring  classes 
at  the  North  to  support  this  folly  of  follies  I 
refer  the  other  side  to  the  able  and  exhaus- 
tive speech  of  my  distinguished  friend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman.] 

Leaving  the  proclamation  to  slumber  in  the 
charnel-house  where,  shrouded  in  the  habili- 
ipents  of  death  repose  the  brains  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  let  us  pass  on  to  the  act  ap- 
proved July  17,  1862,  to  seize  and  confiscate 
the  property  of  rebels,  &c.  This  act  provides 
for  the  immediate  seizure  of  all  the  estate  and 
property,  money,  stocks,  credits,  and  effects 
of  those  who  were  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  act  holding  high  office,  civil  and  milita- 
ry ;  and  in  section  six  this  act  provides  that 
the  property  of  any  person  engaged  in  the  re- 
bellion shall  suffer  confiscation,  including  es- 
tates, money,  stocks,  and  credits,  unless  with- 
in sixty  days  after  the  proclamation  of  the 
President,  which  is  provided  for  in  the  act, 
such  persons  shall  return  to  their  allegiance. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1862,  the  President  is- 
sued his  proclamation  of  warning  to  all  per- 
sons liable  to  be  affected  by  the  act. 

Nearly  two  years  have  passed,  sir,  since 
this  act  went  into  operation.  In  a  few  places 
and  on  the  borders  of  two  or  three  States  the 
act  of  confiscation  has  had  a  practical  effect ; 
estates  have  been  seized  and  confiscated ; 
slight  revenues  to  the  Government  have  there- 
by gone  into  the  national  Treasury  ;  a  few  per- 
sons have  been  turned  out,  houseless  and 
homeless,  into  the  streets  ;  the  greed  of  the 
officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law 
has  been  partially  satisfied ;  the  radical  hu- 
manitarian and  Utopian  theorists  have  enjoyed 


the  partial  fnlfillment  of  their  dreams  of  divi- 
ding up  and  realizing  easy  profits  from  the 
large  estates  of  the  South.  But,  sir,  if  possi- 
ble, it  gave  additional  incentives  te  the  owners 
of  landed  property  South  to  oppose  with  all 
their  might  the  military  power  of  the  North, 
which  alone  is  the  only  power  that  can  enforce 
the  provisions  of  the  law.  From  these  tw® 
distinguishing  acts  of  the  Administration  noth- 
ing but  misery,  bloodshed,  and  desolation  have 
followed  in  their  train  ;  by  them  the  was  has 
been  prolonged,  millions  on  millions  have 
been  added  to  the  national  debt ;  thousands  of 
the  bravest  and  best  of  our  citizen  soldiery 
have  lost  their  lives  in  consequence.  In  the 
idea  of  emancipation  and  confiscation  the 
great  and  only  legitimate  object  of  the  war.has 
been  lost  sight  of,  and  they  have  led  directly 
to  the  adoption  of  the  theories  of  subjugation 
and  extermination. 

The  Union,  as  presented  to  the  South  by 
the  abolition  party,  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  acceptance  of  a  master  who  is  to  pre- 
scribe their  laws  and  regulate  their  internal 
police. 

Forcible  arguments  have  now  been  put  into 
their  mouths  to  resist,  step  by  step,  force 
with  force, '  the  encroachments  of  an  Adminis- 
tration which,  in  its  blind  zeal  to  gratify  the 
lunacy  of  fanatics,  throws  down  all  constitu- 
tional barriers  and  leaps  headlong  into  the 
•whirlpool  of  anarchy  and  misrule.  Time 
would  fail  me  to  specify  one-half  of  the  radi- 
cal mistakes  Mr.  Lincoln  has  made.  I  have 
DO  heart  to  go  over  the  list ;  they  are  before 
the  American  people.  The  whole  bill  of  in- 
dictment is  being  drawn  by  the  accused  him- 
self. The  trial  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  not 
prove  a  farce,  and  no  packed  jury,  armed  by 
bayonets,  will  be  able  to  acquit  him.  I  may 
reason  wrong  ;  but  I  believe  the  name  of  the 
President  will  go  down  to  posterity  along 
■with  the  deep  execrations  of  all  who  revere  and 
love  the  Union  as  our  fathers  gave  it  to  us. 

Our  soldiers  in  the  field  deserve  and  have 


ever  received  from  this  side  of  the  House  the 
warmest  sympathy  and  support.  Their  own 
individual  interests  have  and  ever  will  be 
among  our  most  ,  sacred  trusts.  They  went 
out  to  defend  the  flag  of  their  country,  and  to 
bring  back  under  the  Constitutiouthe  seceded 
States.  They  have  illustrated  on  every  bat- 
tle-field the  valor  and  prowess  of  American 
arms.  They  could  do  no  more.  They  have 
done  enough  to  accomplish  the  true  object  of 
the  war,  and  would  have  done  more  but  for 
the  interference  of  ambitious,  selfish,  and  de- 
signing peliticians. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  flag  of  our  country  is  dear 
to  me.  I  have  carried  it  all  over  the  world, 
and  beneath  that  sacred  emblem  of  our  na- 
tion's power  I  have  in  every  foreign  land, 
among  civilized  and  uncivilized  nations,  real- 
ized the  influence  of  its  protection.  I  have 
never  felt  that  it  was  designed  for  the  benefit 
of  any  State  or  section,  but  that  under  it  all 
were  alike  equal.  That  flag  I  still  intend  to 
uphold  and  defend.  I  see  in  it  nothing  to 
warrant  oppression  or  commitment  of  crime 
in  the  sacred  name  of  liberty.  As  has  been 
well  said  by  the  able  patriot  from  the  city  of 
New  York,  [Mr.  Bkooks,  ]  '  *  traitors  to  the  Con- 
stitution are  those  who  violate  it;"  those  who 
depart  from  it  are  like  the  mariner  at  sea  with- 
out a  compass,  and  although  the  truly  loyal 
men  stand  as  lights  all  over  the  country  to 
keep  the  ship  of  State  away  and  free  from  the 
rocks  and  shoals  whither  it  is  drifting,  our 
good  intentions  are  always  disregarded  and 
often  treated  with  contempt. 

More  than  once,  sir,  I  have  ridden  on  the 
mountain  waves  of  the  ocean,  clinging  to  a 
portion  of  the  wreck  of  my  noble  ship  ;  the 
small  boat,  some  friendly  plank  or  spar  has 
been  the  means  of  saving  my  life.  So,  sir, 
amid  the  general  wreck  of  States,  and  floating 
about  as  we  are  en  the  waves  of  this  tem- 
pestuous ocean  of  civil  war,  I  A^ill  cling  to  the 
Constitution  as  my  only  hope  of  refuge  and 
To  refuse  its  aid  would  be  madness. 
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